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b Information on Australian fisheries and the communities that rely on fishing activity.

Area

The North Western Region comprises three broad areas, which display considerable differences in terms of population composition
and employment. These are the north eastern area of Broome to Derby, the central area from Roebourne to Port Hedland and the
western area made up of Exmouth and Onslow.
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Population

Approximately 73,300 people live within the Region, largely in coastal urban centres. Almost 20% of the population is of
Indigenous origin.

Importance of Fishing Related Activity

Much of the employment within the fish industry is based on aquaculture activities around the fast growing areas of Broome and
Exmouth, where a strong pearl-based aquaculture industry operates on a migratory basis from Broome.

Key Commercial Fisheries

Major commercial fisheries in the Region include: prawn trawl fisheries N°“h(v‘xfjf:;t'1;e9i°“

(Western Australia) mainly in the northern and southern parts of the 5 000

Region; and a variety of tropical finfish (emperors, snappers and cods- '

Lethrinidae and Lutjanidae) fisheries using trawl, trap, line and net 4 6,000 2

methods (Western Australia and Australian Government). g 4,000 E
4

Economic Value of Fisheries 2,000

The total commercial wild-catch fisheries production for the Region in 2000 2001 2002

2002 was estimated at 6,700 tonnes with a gross value of production Year

(GVP) of Sgom.
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THE ATLAS OF AUSTRALIAN MARINE FISHING AND COASTAL COMMUNITIES

Information on Australian fisheries and the communities that rely on fishing activity.

Where are the fish and who's catching them?

Fishing activity makes a vital contribution to Australia’s economy and is important to
the social fabric of many coastal communities.

The Atlas of Australian Marine Fishing and Coastal Communities is the first
comprehensive national overview of fishing activity in Australia.

The Atlas shows where fish are caught in Australia, the value of those catches, where
differentfishing gearsare used and the speciesthataretaken.ltalso providesinformation
on the socio-economic characteristics of coastal communities in eight Marine Regions
around Australia.

The Atlas includes two products — a hard copy version and a companion website
featuring an interactive online mapping system.

DID YOU KNOW?

. The Australian Fishing Zone covers nine million square kilometres, and extends
200 nautical miles from shore.

The Zone takes in tropical to subantarctic waters and reaches one quarter of the
globe —from the Indian Ocean in the west to the Pacific Ocean in the east.

High value fisheries include southern bluefin tuna in the Great Australian Bight,
rock lobster off Western Australia and abalone in south western Tasmania.

+ Rock lobster accounts for nearly one third of the GVP of all Australian wild-catch
commercial fisheries, at $390 million. Prawns are second, with a GVP of $93 million
which is 20% of the GVP total.

«  Commercial fishing, aquaculture, fish processing and wholesaling are important
to local communities, particularly in more remote regions.

Gone Fishing? You're not alone. 3.36 million people, or 19.5% of the population over
the age of five years, fish recreationally at least once each year. Participation rates
are highest in the Northern Territory, Western Australia and Tasmania.
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